THE .SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE RADARIYAH

Koran contains regarding the manifestation of unknown
things. As to the composition of the Koran, and the beauty
of the literary arrangements of its verses, verily the wor-
shippers are capable of the same, and even of what is more
beautiful than this, in composition and literary arrangement.
But this view is in opposition to the words o<f Allah: "Were
men and jinn assembled to produce the like of this Koran,
they could not produce its like, though the one should help
the other" (Surah 17, v. 90). In denying the miraculous
character of the Koran, he is denying the prophecy of the
man who defied the Arabs to produce anything like it.

His sixteenth heresy is his view that a report may be a
lie, even though the number of the transmitters may surpass
the prescribed limits, and even though the aims of those
who transmit it and their motives may differ. He asserts
this, together with the view, that a report may, on the other
hand, be true, even though only a few may have handed it
down. Our followers have condemned him, as well as
those of the Mu'tazilah who agree with him in this doctrine
which he adopted.

His seventeenth heresy is as follows: the agreement of
the Moslem community of each century, as well as that of
all centuries combined (as regards opinion and inference)
may be an error. From this fact he was bound to conclude
that nothing upon which the community have agreed can. be
trusted, because, according to him, there is always a possi-
bility of their agreeing on an error. Since some of the reg-
ulations of the law have been taken by Moslems from re-
ports that had been handed down, others from single re-
ports, others from things upon which the community had
agreed, deducing them by analogy and inference; and
since al-Nazzam disbelieves in the evidence drawn from
what has been handed down, as well as from agreement and
analogy, and also rejects a single report, unless the knowl-
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